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 This year marks the twenty-fifth anniversary of the passage of two significant federal 

statutes. The Antiterrorism and Effective Death Penalty Act sought to recalibrate the relationship 

between state and federal courts by limiting the scope of federal habeas corpus review of state 

criminal convictions and by restricting the availability of federal habeas relief. The Prison 

Litigation Reform Act limited the availability of federal relief for prisoners by codifying 

exhaustion requirements, mandating full payment of filing fees, requiring a physical injury as a 

basis for recovery for mental or emotional injury, and adding a “three strikes” rule that bars 

prisoner access to federal court in certain circumstances. 

 

 The Case Western Reserve Law Review will sponsor a symposium examining these laws 

in the quarter-century since their adoption. Among the issues to be explored are the statutes’ 

impact on persons and communities of color, the ability of prisoners to obtain meaningful 

judicial relief, the health consequences for prisoners during the COVID-19 pandemic, the ability 

of the federal courts to address prisoner claims, and the relationship between state and federal 

courts. 

 

 These questions and others will be addressed at a daylong conference on November 12, 

2021. The program will feature a wide range of legal scholars, judges, and lawyers who deal 

with AEDPA and PLRA issues. The symposium is co-sponsored by the Federal Litigation 

Section of the Federal Bar Association and the Northern District of Ohio chapter of the FBA; the 

Attorney Admissions Fund of the United States District Court for the Northern District of Ohio 

has also provided financial support. 

 

 The symposium is open to the public and also will be livestreamed. Registration is 

required. Admission (both in person and online) is free except for persons seeking CLE credit. 

The CLE fee for 6 hours of credit is $100 for CWRU Law Alumni, members of the Northern 

District of Ohio chapter of the Federal Bar Association, and members of the Federal Litigation 

Section of the FBA; the CLE registration fee is $200 for others. For more details about 

registration, please see https://case.edu/law/our-school/events-lectures/aedpa-and-plra-after-25-

years-case-western-reserve-law-review-symposium.  

 

Symposium Schedule 

 

8:30 a.m.—Welcome and Introduction 

 

8:45-10:15 a.m.—Panel 1 

Margo Schlanger, Wade H. and Dores M. McCree Collegiate Professor of Law, University of 

Michigan 

Hadar Aviram, Professor, University of California Hastings College of the Law 

Nancy J. King, Lee S. and Charles A. Speir Professor of Law, Vanderbilt University 
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This panel will focus on the burdens AEDPA and the PLRA have placed on pandemic relief for 

imprisoned persons.  

 

10:30 a.m.-12 noon—Panel 2 

Dennis G. Terez, former Federal Public Defender, Northern District of Ohio 

Paul J. Larkin, Jr., John, Barbara, and Victoria Rumpel Senior Legal Research Fellow, Heritage 

Foundation 

Representative from the Ohio Attorney General’s office (TBD) 

 

This panel will focus on AEDPA and the PLRA from the perspective of practicing lawyers.  

 

1:15-2:45 p.m.—Panel 3 

William M. Carter, Jr., Professor of Law, University of Pittsburgh 

Lee Kovarsky, Bryant Smith Chair in Law and Co-Director, Capital Punishment Center, 

University of Texas 

Judge J. Phillip Calabrese, United States District Court for the Northern District of Ohio 

 

This panel will discuss the limitations of the PLRA and AEDPA and discuss various ways to 

address these deficiencies.  

 

3:00-4:30 p.m.—Panel 4 

Judge Karen Nelson Moore, United States Court of Appeals for the Sixth Circuit 

Judge Solomon Oliver, Jr., United States District Court for the Northern District of Ohio 

Magistrate Judge Michael R. Merz, United States District Court for the Southern District of Ohio 

 

This panel will discuss AEDPA and the PLRA from the perspective of federal judges.  

 

4:30 p.m.—Closing Remarks 

 

Speaker Biographies 

 

Margo Schlanger, the Wade H. and Dores M. McCree Collegiate Professor of Law at the 

University of Michigan, is a leading authority on civil rights issues and civil and criminal 

detention. She previously taught at Washington University in St. Louis and Harvard Law School, 

and she served as the officer for civil rights and civil liberties and as counsel to the Secretary of 

Homeland Security. In addition, she was the reporter for the American Bar Association’s 

revision of its Standards on the Treatment of Prisoners. She is the author of dozens of articles in 

leading law reviews and is the lead author of a leading casebook, Incarceration and the Law 

(2020). Professor Schlanger also does substantial work in civil rights litigation and prison and 

immigration reform. She has been appointed as class counsel in a class action that seeks to 

ensure due process for Iraqi nationals who are facing deportation and as monitor for a statewide 

settlement dealing with deaf prisoners in Kentucky, and she has testified as an expert in 

numerous cases addressing detention conditions. She was a law clerk to Justice Ruth Bader 

Ginsburg of the Supreme Court of the United States. 

 



Hadar Aviram, Professor at the University of California Hastings College of the Law, 

specializes in criminal justice, civil rights, law and politics, and social movements. Her books 

include Cheap on Crime: Recession-Era Politics and the Transformation of American 

Punishment (2015) and Yesterday’s Monsters: The Manson Family Cases and the Illusion of 

Parole (2020). Prof. Aviram has published articles in leading journals on domestic violence, 

prosecutorial and defense behavior, public trust in the police, correctional policy and budgeting, 

violence reduction, theoretical trends in crime and punishment, and the history of female crime 

and punishment. She served as president of the Western Society of Criminology and is currently 

the book review editor of the Law & Society Review. Her blog, California Correctional Crisis, 

covers criminal justice policy in California.  

 

Nancy J. King, the Lee S. and Charles A. Speir Professor of Law at Vanderbilt University, is an 

expert in criminal procedure. Her work focuses on the post-investigative features of the criminal 

process, including plea bargaining, trials, juries, sentencing, appeals, double jeopardy and post-

conviction review. She is co-author of two leading multi-volume treatises on criminal procedure 

and of the leading criminal procedure casebook, and several books, including Habeas for the 

Twenty-First Century: Uses, Abuses and the Future of the Great Writ (2011). Professor King has 

also published dozens of articles in leading law reviews and is associate reporter for the 

Advisory Committee on the Federal Rules of Criminal Procedure. Professor King clerked for 

Judge Douglas W. Hillman of the United States District Court for the Western District of 

Michigan and Justice Michael F. Cavanagh of the Supreme Court of Michigan. 

 

Dennis G. Terez served for nearly a decade as the Federal Public Defender for the Northern 

District of Ohio and as acting Federal Public Defender for the Southern District of Ohio. He also 

has been an adjunct professor at Case Western Reserve University, Cleveland State University, 

and the University of Michigan. He previously was a partner at a leading national law firm and 

has published several articles in law reviews. Mr. Terez is a former president of the Northern 

District of Ohio chapter of the Federal Bar Association. He clerked for Chief Judge Frank J. 

Battisti of the United States District Court for the Northern District of Ohio. 

 

Paul J. Larkin, Jr., the John, Barbara, and Victoria Rumpel Senior Legal Research Fellow in the 

Meese Center for Legal and Judicial Studies at the Heritage Foundation, works on criminal 

justice policy, drug policy, and regulatory policy. He previously had extensive experience in the 

federal government. He argued 27 cases in the Supreme Court as an assistant to the Solicitor 

General and also was an attorney in the Organized Crime and Racketeering Section of the 

Department of Justice. In addition, he was counsel to the Senate Judiciary Committee and a 

special agent for criminal enforcement at the Environmental Protection Agency. Mr. Larkin 

began his career as a law clerk to Judge Robert H. Bork of the United States Court of Appeals for 

the District of Columbia Circuit. 

 

William M. Carter, Jr., Professor of Law at the University of Pittsburgh, has written extensively 

on civil rights issues. His articles have appeared in leading law reviews, including the Columbia 

Law Review, the Emory Law Journal, the Harvard Civil Rights-Civil Liberties Law Review, and 

the UCLA Law Review. Previously the dean at Pittsburgh, Professor Carter has also taught at 

Temple University and Case Western Reserve University, and he has won numerous teaching 

awards. 



 

Lee Kovarsky, the Bryant Smith Chair in Law and Co-Director of the Capital Punishment Center 

at the University of Texas, is a leading scholar of the death penalty and habeas corpus. His 

teaching and writing also focuses on civil and criminal procedure, criminal justice, federal 

jurisdiction, and conflicts of law. He has published in such leading journals as the California 

Law Review, the Cornell Law Review, the Duke Law Journal, the New York University Law 

Review, the Notre Dame Law Review, the Stanford Law Review, the Texas Law Review, the 

Vanderbilt Law Review, and the Virginia Law Review. He has co-authored two books, including 

a leading casebook on federal habeas corpus. Professor Kovarsky actively litigates habeas and 

capital cases, including at the Supreme Court. He previously taught at New York University and 

the University of Maryland. Professor Kovarsky clerked for Judge Jerry E. Smith of the United 

States Court of Appeals for the Fifth Circuit. 

 

Judge J. Philip Calabrese of the United States District Court for the Northern District of Ohio 

also serves as an Adjunct Professor of Law at Case Western Reserve University. Before his 

appointment to the federal bench, Judge Calabrese served on the Cuyahoga County Court of 

Common Pleas and was an active litigator with several leading Cleveland-based law firms. He is 

a former president of the Northern District of Ohio chapter of the Federal Bar Association. After 

graduating from the Harvard Law School, he served as a law clerk to Judge Alice M. Batchelder 

of the United States Court of Appeals for the Sixth Circuit. 

 

Judge Karen Nelson Moore of the United States Court of Appeals for the Sixth Circuit was a 

distinguished professor at Case Western Reserve University and a visiting professor at Harvard 

Law school before her appointment. Her teaching and scholarship focused on procedure, 

jurisdiction, and tax law. The holder of two degrees from Harvard University, Judge Moore 

clerked for Judge Malcolm R. Wilkey of the United States Court of Appeals for the District of 

Columbia Circuit and Justice Harry A. Blackmun of the Supreme Court of the United States. 

 

Senior Judge Solomon Oliver Jr. is a former chief judge of the United States District Court for 

the Northern District of Ohio. Before his appointment, Judge Oliver was a professor and 

associate dean at Cleveland-Marshall College of Law at Cleveland State University. Before that, 

he was an assistant United States attorney in the Northern District of Ohio and served as chief 

first of the office’s civil division and then of its appellate division. Judge Oliver also has taught 

political science at the College of Wooster. He also clerked for Judge William H. Hastie of the 

United States Court of Appeals for the Third Circuit. 

 

Magistrate Judge Michael R. Merz of the United States District Court for the Southern District 

of Ohio has served since 1984. He previously was a judge on the Dayton Municipal Court and 

practiced with a leading Dayton law firm before his appointment to the federal bench. He has 

been an adjunct professor of law at the University of Dayton and Capital University. 


